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COVID-19 Response Plan: 2021-2022 School Year 
PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT: 
Guidance from the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) and Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) 
issued on July 23, 2021 states: “Each local school system, nonpublic school, and child care program may set their 
own policies and procedures for their schools, students/children, teachers and staff.” 
 
While SCS will continue to monitor trends and changes in response to COVID-19, we are confidently preparing for 
a traditional school year, while still maintaining a layered approach to illness prevention. This document outlines 
the procedures that we have established and will follow, unless any new mandates are issued by MDH/MSDE. 
 
DISCLAIMER STATEMENT:  
Due to the fluid nature of the COVID-19 virus, all plans are subject to adaptation and change as warranted by the 
pandemic situation. SCS will make every attempt to communicate in a timely, efficient, and clear manner regarding 
any necessary changes. 
 
RELEVANT TOPICS & PROCEDURES: 
 
Vaccination:  
We strongly believe that vaccination is a personal choice, and that each individual has the right to personal privacy 
regarding that choice. SCS will not require nor track any documentation for COVID vaccination among students or 
staff. We will also strive to always honor one another with respect, especially when personal opinions may differ.  
 
Masks:  
SCS will operate as a mask-friendly campus. This means that we will allow each individual student, staff member, 
family, or visitor to take personal responsibility for his/her health by choosing whether or not to wear a mask. 
 
Transportation:  
Currently, the only federal mandate related to masks is their requirement on public transportation conveyances; 
according to MDH/MSDE guidance, school buses (including private school buses) are covered by this mandate. 
Therefore, with respect to this mandate, we ask that students and bus drivers wear a mask on our school buses.  
 
Air Purification:  
Over 25 portable air purification devices of various sizes will be placed and utilized in high-volume areas and shared 
spaces including the Nurse’s Office, Multi-Purpose Room, main entrances, and offices. Air purification will also be 
used in select classrooms, determined by age, occupancy, and uses of the rooms. 
 
Nurse’s Office Procedures: 
The SCS Nurse’s Office will remain in Nehemiah Room 138. Parents picking a child up from the Nurse’s Office 
should only do so via the exterior door, which is marked on the exterior of the building, for easy identification.  
 
Students/Staff Who are Ill:  
Our ability to remain open for in-person instruction for the vast majority of the 2020-2021 school year was a direct 
result of the cooperation of everyone within our school community, which minimized the spread of germs. Again 
this year, it is imperative that anyone who is not feeling well or exhibiting any COVID-like symptoms act with 
caution and stay home. 
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Known Primary Exposure to a Positive Case: 
If a student or staff member has a primary exposure to someone who tests positive for COVID (within 6-feet of the 
positive person for more than 15 minutes), notification should be made to Mrs. Holly Hudson, School Nurse. A 10-
day quarantine is expected in the event of a primary exposure. Absences due to quarantine will be marked as a 
lawful absence. Additionally, in accordance with MDH/MSDE guidance, any individual who is fully vaccinated and 
symptom-free is exempt from the quarantine. Although SCS does not request or require disclosure of vaccination 
status, if an individual does choose to provide proof of vaccination, SCS will excuse the quarantine requirement for 
primary exposure. 
 
Positive COVID Test Result: 
If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID, notification should be made to Mrs. Holly Hudson, School 
Nurse. The positive individual may return to school after a 10-day quarantine, as long as they are symptom free 
(with the exception of loss of smell). Only the positive individual will be quarantined from school. Should another 
positive case arise that may be connected, additional quarantine measures may be evaluated and implemented. 
 
Make-Up Work Procedures Due to Quarantine: 
Teachers will provide assignments that can feasibly be completed at home, via the appropriate online platform 
(SeeSaw for PreK – 3rd Grade and Google Classroom for 4th – 12th Grade), to help students remain as current as 
possible with their work. For work that cannot be completed at home, the make-up work policy for lawful absences 
will be followed: “Full credit will be granted when work is turned in according to the number of days missed. For 
example, if a student is absent for two school days, upon returning to school two school days are granted to complete 
all make-up work. Make-up work turned in beyond the stated deadline will be graded according to the teacher’s late 
work policy, communicated at the beginning of the school year. When tests or exams are missed due to an absence, 
the teacher will reschedule the make-up test at his/her discretion.” (2021-2022 Parent / Student Handbook, pg. 
17) 
 
Distance Learning: 
SCS believes that in nearly all circumstances, in-person instruction is the most educationally sound method of 
instruction for students at all levels. Unless a large, designated population of the school is transitioned to distance 
learning (i.e.: a whole classroom, grade level, or divisional level) for extenuating circumstances, a transition to 
distance learning for individual students will only be considered for medically necessary reasons. The following 
process will be followed:  
 

1. A written request for a transition to distance learning should be submitted to the Principal and Guidance 
Counselor. A written physician’s note should accompany the request.  

2. A meeting will be held between the parent, student, Guidance Counselor, and Principal to discuss the 
request and develop an appropriate plan.  

 
Distance learning will only be considered for medically necessary reasons that require a student to be out of the 
school buildings for more than two-weeks at a time. Absences for less than two weeks will follow the make-up work 
procedures outlined in this Handbook. Due to the nature of elementary instruction, distance learning for Lower 
School grade levels will only be considered in extreme circumstances. The decision regarding the feasibility of the 
distance learning request rests with the administration. (2021-2022 Parent / Student Handbook, pg. 15) 
 
Visitors: 
With an anticipated return to a more traditional school year, SCS looks forward to welcoming parents and other 
visitors into our buildings for various purposes, while being mindful of limiting exposure. Please remember that all 
visitors must follow the sign-in procedures by visiting the Main Offices. Again, the need for personal responsibility 
cannot be overly stressed. Any individual who is not feeling well should not come to school, in an abundance of 
caution for the health of our students and staff. 
 
 


