
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020-2021 COVID-19 Tuition Q & A 

 

Q - Why should I stay enrolled and pay tuition at SCS if distance learning becomes a requirement 

again? I feel like I will basically be home schooling my children. 

  

We understand that during distance learning, parents are more intensely involved with their children’s learning 

than when students are in school, and that it does involve parents helping their children learn some of the 

concepts and skills in the school work. Understandably, this feels like home schooling, however, there is a 

significant difference. 

  

Home schooling families choose the benefits and obligations to take full responsibility for their children’s 

education. One of the immediately recognized benefits is cost savings, but parents are making the commitment to 

school their children for at least the full academic year. This involves investigating which curriculums will suit 

their children best, purchasing the curriculum materials, planning the year and school days, teaching the 

curriculum, assigning student work, making tests, grading school work and tests, arranging for standardized 

testing, finding and arranging supplemental activities, making your student’s report cards and transcripts, and 

arranging the outside review of your homeschooling program incompliance with COMAR 13a.10.01.01. 
  

Being enrolled at SCS, even during periods of distance learning, provides many benefits, including: 

● The school provides the curriculum and assessments 

● Qualified, experienced teachers plan the lessons, give student assignments, conduct student assessments, 

and provide grade documentation 

● When school is able to be open, students will have the opportunity to participate in the special events and 

activities provided at SCS, when deemed safe and feasible 

● There will be no curricular transition from distance learning to classroom learning 

● Report cards and transcripts will be updated and provided 

  

Families should not assume they can withdraw from SCS if distance learning is the required mode of instruction 

and then re-enroll when classrooms open again. Not only are many staffing, facilities, and other decisions made 

based on student enrollment numbers, the transition from the SCS curriculum to home school curriculum and 

back to SCS curriculum may not be seamless; it is also possible that classes may become full and space would not 

be available for re-enrollment. The school is not able to provide curriculum or any oversight or training for 

homeschooling families. 

  

 

Q - Why should I stay enrolled at SCS for online instruction rather than enroll in an established 

online learning school? 

  

There are virtual schools that only offer online classes. Admittedly, there are advantages to enrolling in one of 

these schools that may include lower costs, an accessible distance learning program, or possibly the availability of 

some elective courses that SCS does not offer. 

  

The primary advantage of staying enrolled at SCS is the strong continuity between course instruction, textbooks 

and resources, classwork, and assessment tools. Additionally, you remain a vital part of the strong SCS 
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community. This means that students will continue to develop local relationships with classmates, they will be 

able to return to the classroom environment when school opens again, and the students will be able to participate 

in programs like athletics, music concerts, field trips, and other special events when they are safe and feasible to 

resume. 

  

Choosing to enroll in an online school should be a decision for the entire academic year. Again, for reasons 

mentioned above, families should not assume they can withdraw and then re-enroll at SCS throughout the year. 

Not only is this unfeasible from the SCS standpoint, it would likely also result in the forfeit of any online school 

tuition paid. 

  

 

Q - Why will SCS charge the full tuition, even for times when distance learning is utilized? Isn’t it 

less expensive for the school to not have students in the building? 

  

The school necessarily has to plan for the entire school year, which includes recruiting and hiring teachers and all 

necessary supplies for all of the possible scenarios for the year - both classroom-based instruction and distance 

learning. At this point in time, we know that both of these scenarios will be provided as an option for families as 

we begin the year. We are steadfastly preparing for our desired outcome of ALL students returning to the SCS 

campus at some point early in the year. Realistically, we must also prepare for the potential that, based on 

directives from the Governor, all instruction would be transferred to a distance learning format for specified 

periods of time throughout the year. We are preparing to be able to seamlessly and flexibly transition between 

various models of instruction throughout the year, to accommodate family choice and state-directives. 

 

It is highly likely that, in order to effectively prepare for both scenarios, our cost to provide a high-quality 

education to our students will be greater than what our families are paying in tuition costs. In addition to the 

regularly budgeted and planned for updates to curriculum, textbooks, and facilities, we are increasing the 

purchase of cleaning supplies, adding new cleaning equipment, expanding our school nurse office, purchasing 

technology enhancements, and procuring other resources to better equip us to safely and excellently continue our 

educational programming. All of these purchases are prayerfully made with good stewardship at the forefront.  

 

  

Q – Should I keep my children enrolled if I am uncertain if or how much my income may continue 

to be impacted by the pandemic? What if I lose my job or have reduced income after the school 

year starts? 

  

If, at any point, a family experiences the loss of income because of an economic impact of the pandemic, we ask 

that they contact the Business Office immediately. The school does not have unlimited resources, but we want to 

work with families in any way possible. 

  

 

 


